1.1 Explain what personal protective clothing is worn and why it is important .

All the Drivers have to wear the same uniform which consists of black trousers, green tops, yellow high-vis jackets that have Sterile Services written on them, an ID badge, some blue disposable gloves and, probably most important, steel toecap shoes.  The importance of the uniform: the ID badge is so when they are collecting and delivering the buggies from and to the lorry the staff and public can identify them.  The high-vis jackets are vital as the Drivers have to move around the car parks of hospitals and they need to be seen by other Drivers; this is essential in the early mornings and evenings when it is dark.  Blue gloves have to be worn because when the Drivers go to pick up the dirty buggies they have to take the sets out of the nearly empty buggies from the theatres and fill up one buggy - as it's easier to move one buggy than lots - and they help stop contamination from the dirty sets.  Finally, the steel toecap boots must be worn at all times for many reasons: for example, when the Drivers decant the buggies to make a full load the sets can drop out when the doors open as sets are very heavy - you don't want it to land on your feet; also, the buggies have to be pulled round the hospital and if a member of the public or staff walk out in front of you you will need to stop and if the buggy rolls over your feet it will crush your feet without the protection; and lastly, the other main hazard they help with is the tail lift, if it fails when you are loading or unloading the lorry it can crush your feet .  The Drivers also have to watch out for the public in regards to the buggies being touched: if the Driver didn't wear gloves when decanting buggies and then touched the buggy itself then it would be contaminated - now if a member of the public touched the buggy (for example a child) then they would go round the hospital and be spreading contamination until they washed their hands.  The buggies should always be clean before they leave Sterile Services as the staff have to clean the buggies properly with Actichlor before the Drivers can take the buggies back to theatres.  Also, the gloves that the Drivers wear when decanting buggies are generally put in the buggy with the dirty sets and discarded in the proper bin bags back at Sterile Services. 
1.2 Explain the responsibilities when collecting used equipment

The Drivers are responsible for making sure the lorry is in working order: they have to make sure the tyres are not bald; the tail lift works and the lights etc; they also have to make sure the buggies they are going to be moving round the hospital are in working order - for example, the wheels are not rattling and wonky and the door handles are fastened properly; the most important thing is they have to make sure that the buggies in the back of the van are secured with the appropropiate straps; and, finally, the Drivers have to fill in the paperwork which consists of the mileage at the beginning and end of the shift, how many clean buggies they delivered to the theatres and how many dirty buggies they picked up and brought back to the Sterile Services Department and any problems have to be recorded for legal reasons.
1.3 Evaluate the potential consequences of not meeting these responsibilities

The potential consequences of not doing the paperwork and making sure everything is in working order regarding the lorry are that: you could break down on the rounds which would cause major disruption to the theatres, especially if the set was of high importance; the more significant problem is if you had an accident in the lorry owing to a problem that should have been checked - for example, if the tail lift came down while you were driving and hit someone's car or killed someone - one of the first things the police would do is check the paperwork to see if it was the Driver's fault or not.  The buggies have to be checked for similar reasons - if you have a buggy that fails while you are wheeling it round the hospital, the wheels could fail and the buggy could tip over which could hurt the Driver or a member of the public and damage property, but if the buggy is checked properly then it is far less likely to happen.
1.4 Explain the importance of ensuring that containers and bags are sealed and labelled correctly.

The bags and containers have to be sealed properly to prevent any spillages and also prevent contamination spreading over the buggy it is being transported in - and also the lorry it is being transported in, as this lorry also has to transport the clean buggies that have been processed and decontaminated.  Another reason they have to be labelled correctly is to know where the sets or instruments have come from - this is important in case any sets or spares don't have any barcodes or etching on them, and another important reason sets have to be labelled correctly is that when a set or spare instrument is wanted for the next day (or on the same day) it will be labelled 'Fast Track' which means it will be processed before any of the other sets .
1.5 Unload containers and bags in the correct place for sorting. 

The Drivers bring in the buggies from the Loading Bay and put them in the Wash Room, where they will not be in the way of the staff or emergency exits .  The staff in the Wash Room have to go round each buggy with a clip board and write down the time the buggy came in and how many sets are in there.  At this point the staff will make sure they have all the PPE on required which consists of a hair net, safety specs or splash visor, a heavy duty apron and your supplied shoes, some sterile blue gloves and some big blue heavy duty gloves and - last but not least - your blue uniform; this is all worn to protect you from splashes to arms, face , body and to stop contamination getting on your clothes and anywhere else in the Department.  When the staff are all dressed up they will start by removing the blue OneStep wrap from the sets and place it in the orange disposable bags and the unwrapped sets will go on the little metal tables; when the orange bags are full they have to be tied up and on the side has to be written RCHT SSD, the date, and the ID number of the member of staff who sealed it, then they get carried out to the yellow bins outside ready to be taken to the incinerator.  When the buggy is empty and the bags removed then you have to make up some Actichlor - 1 tablet in a bottle made with cold water - you then remove your big blue gloves, get a cloth, get the Actichlor solution and clean the buggy inside and out, then put in the Loading Bay ready for the Drivers.
